Two Mercer County Volunteers will Receive Governor’s Service Awards
By Bill Archer

Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Princeton – Two Mercer County Lawyers – one 17 and the other 40 – were among the group of 13 West Virginians who will be honored by Governor Joe Manchin at the 2007 Governor’s Service Awards Banquet July 11th in Charleston.

Michelle Lusk, 17, of Rock and Omar J. Aboulhosn, 40, of Princeton will be honored with the awards that have been presented by West Virginia governors to youth, young adults, adults, seniors, families, organizations and businesses since 1995 to honor volunteerism and community service in the Mountain State.

“This is so special to me because I am a first generation American,” Aboulhosn said.  “My folks (Jim and May Aboulhosn) immigrated into the Mercer County area, worked hard and were successful, but they couldn’t have done it without the welcoming support of the people in this area.  This community has such a great spirit of compassion and support.”

Aboulhosn credits his example of his family, his involvement in scouting, and the support of his church family at the Princeton Church of God as the basis for his devotion to community service.  “I also appreciate Paige Flanigan for nominating me for this award,” he said.

Aboulhosn volunteers frequently at Montcalm Elementary School in a myriad of capacities from serving as Santa Claus to soccer coach.  He assisted in the family of Jonathan Powell to establish the Jonathan Powell Hope Foundation to help families caring for a child with cancer.  Jonathan Powell was four when we died of cancer.  Aboulhosn also helps the Adam T. Chambers Foundation that helps children who suffer with Chohn’s disease and volunteers as a judge with the Mercer County Teen Court.

“I know Michelle Lusk from working with her on the teen court,” Aboulhosn said.  “She’s an outstanding person and very deserving of this honor.  In fact, I’ve read a little bit about the other honorees.  It’s humbling to be a part of this group.”

Lusk plans to major in pre-law at Concord University this fall, but she is already a veteran defense attorney in Mercer County Teen Court who has already worked in 50 trials.  She has worked as a volunteer for ChildLaw Services in Princeton and passionately represents abused and neglected children according to Beth Sizemore of ChildLaw who nominated her for the award.

Other recipients of the 2007 Governor’s Service Awards include:  

Lifetime Achievement: Joan Browning, Lewisburg;  Lary D. Garrett, Mathias; and Michael L.V. Grunau, Parkersburg; 

Youth; Spencer William Hughes, Charleston; Hanna Leigh Little, Ivydale; 

Young Adult:  Dea Simpson, Morgantown

Adult:  Teresa McCune, Williamson; 

Senior:  Loretta Faye “Tag” Stiles, Parsons; 

Organization:  Appalachian Outreach, Inc., Glen Dale; Heart and Hand House, Inc, Phillippi

Business:  Dominion, Harrison County

