Designing Sentencing Options

Sentencing Options/Services Need to:
1. Hold youth accountable for their behavior
1. Offer opportunities to repair harm
1. Build competencies in youth


Accountability
Taking full responsibility for behavior requires:
1. Understanding how that behavior has affected others
1. Acknowledging that behavior resulted from a choice that could have been made differently.
1. Acknowledging to all affected that the behavior was harmful to others.
1. Taking action to repair the harm—to the extent possible.
1. Making changes necessary to avoid such behavior in the future.


Competency Development
1. Provides opportunities for youth to:
1. Belong
1. Contribute
1. Form close relationships
1. Make meaningful choices
1. Develop transferable skills
1. Mentor others while avoiding harmful behavior


Implement strategies that:
1. Teach new skills
1. Give youth a chance to practice/use what they have learned
1. Strengthen the connections between offenders/respondents and their community
1. Strengthen the youth’s relationships with law abiding adults that increase their ability to become contributing members of their community.

